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Conscription Resulta
Returns from various registration dis¬

trict* in this city show that the state gov-

ernment's estimate of one conscript to every

two registrants was over-sanguine. The

district boards were directed to call men

for examination up to twice the number of

the district quota. It is plain that if thia
city's quota is to be obtained without ex-

cessive delay because of exemption hear-

ings a supplemental call will have to be
made.
The official figures for Thursday showed

that of the 2,913 men examined 2,070
passed muster physically. The percentage
of acceptances was 69. Of those who

qualified 1,650 claimed exemption, and only
420.or 14 per cent.made no such claim.
Kuller unofficial figures for Thursday
fchowed much the same result. Of 4,471
examined 2,717 passed and 2,133 claimed

exemption. The residuum was 584, or 13

per cent of the total. The proportion of

passed to examined was 62 per cent. If

these ratios hold good, we shall rind per-

haps that about two-thirds of those ex-

F.mincd are physically qualified to serve.

and that about 13% per cent^-or, roughly,
between 7 to 1 and 8 to 1.are willing to

be conscripted without furthcr unwinding
of red tape.

Instead of getting one conscript to every

two registrants, we are getting only one

conscript to every seven or eight regis¬
trants submitted to physical examination.
The proportion of conscripts to registrants
is actually much smaller than these regis¬
tration summaries show it to be for it is

highly improbable that enemy aliens and

r.eutral aliens, whose names are canied on

the lists in large numbers in many New

York district?, are examined when they ap-

pear before the registration boards. Since

they are automatically exempt it would be

a waste of time to examine them.
lf the state authorities counted on get¬

ting a fifty-fifty return on the first call,
they will be seriously disappointed. Put

aside in every hundred men called 2f>

enemy aliens and neutral aliens. Then
discard one-third of the remainder because

of physical defects. That leaves 50 men.

Eighty-five per cent of these claim exemp¬

tion. That leaves between 7 and 8 uncon-

ditional conscripts out of every 100. To

bring the total to tifty not a single plea
for exemption can be allowefl.
The percentage of exemption claims al¬

lowed must depend on the riffor or 'axity
with which the elastic exemption lt

tions are enforced. At present each board
is practically its own interpreter and
arbiter. The exemption provisions are

vague. They may be applicd vaguely ia a

state in which the alien and slacker elc-
ments are inconsiderable without seriously
depleting the draftable material. But it
is evident that laxity in applying them in

this state.and especially in this city
will compel many districts to draw heavily
on their registration liatl in order to raise
their complements for the flrtl eonacripl
army.

If our local boards arr ea<-y wiih those
v.ho offer exempt'xn aflldaritJ, there wil!

I ea have to be additional calls in many

registration areas. W<- have an inflatad
qtJOta to fiOa The population of New

York City has l>eori artili'-iaily incraaiod
1,000,000 or more by the Fed»ral
Bureau. We hnvo h'-re a disptVPOli
iy large- bodjf of enemy and neutral
'l!.<. BjBjtagaj of '¦' mbor biH pcrmit-

.... r . 'izens
of th'r varioUa) Knt. iil im-

pro\f .'.ion. On the second call.
ti»", the .! «-qua.;»iev of the original draft

-.- i,c eurod t'. . una

Our man-jHi'.ver wi!! be b^rtaai BB4J OUI

quota will be dotraflflod, But for the pres-
all have to efcoOM between a

.. mptions or a very quick
depletion of our re;

;er any cir ajaj BJ Y rk will
give a food .ceooat of hoTidf. Ou? pto*
ple are not ma!ir.;:erers and 'V-.fT. <. ro.,i-
ers." 'We shall | ir quota and, if
the inequahtiea of tbe PTOflOnt apportion-
ment are not correrted, a good d<-al more

than our fair quota. Moreovr-r, taflaTI will
1 .. f. wer exemptiors eaflJaVtd on t}i<- iall
for th* nirr,r,r\ arrny than OB tb*J 'all for
the firat army. By the tirnr th»- leeoad
aajajajtripta are called the war Kpirit., now

hardly awakened, wiil have !<¦<¦'. qafektMatd
hy actual experienee of war.

.-j thix col.;.

ita axperimantai stag*. Bttl Bad lb*J

where it may not he working up to antici-

pafions, btrt it has a potentiality 'which!
leven the most saniruinc of its administra-,
tors do not now realiie, We are unduly j
concerncd to-day about Itl capacity to

two armies of 600,000 men. We

shall prol'ahly he much less concerned lator
on when it comes to raisinp six or eifrht
such armies.

Conservation at Customers' Expense
There would he greater rejoicing the

Iconntrjr over Kgarding the announce-:

rnent of the hotelkcepers' food conserva¬

tion committee M to meatless days, the,
curtailment of bread and hutter and kin-1
Jdred "economies" if it were accompanied
by any indication of a curtailment of
prices. Just at present the situation'
seems to be that restaurants and hotels
are conserving food at the expense of their
customers, and their proprietors are be-
coming more patriotic the more profits:
they make.

Patriotism is not lacking, nor is there a

desire to escape a certain amount of dis-
comfort incident to interference with per-
sonal habits in ordinary citizens here-
abouts. Even those who dislike fish will
be able to endure the meatless days; but
there is a manifest jrrievance in the fact
that fish now appears on many bills of
fare at an advance of from 10 to 20 or 30

per cent over its price a few months ago.
Now, if ever, fresh ve^etables, fruits and
salads should be cheapest, because they are

'most plentiful; yet the prices exacted for;
them, not in places alor.e where the cus-

tomer pays for the name, but in ordinary
restaurants where business men eat

|luncheon or dinner, are quite appallinpr.
The public is not unaware that the

price of foodstuffs in general has risen in
recent years, nor that cating place3 feel
this rise as well as other purchasers. In-,
creases in the total of restaurant checks for
the last two or three years have been met

!by the customer with fixed income with
resipnation, if not with satisfaction. But
when the rises continue and the eating
places begin to practise war economy and
food conservation at his expense, he can

not join in any psean of praise for the
method of their cobperation with Mr.
Hoover.
There is no particular likelihood of gov-

ernment regulation of restaurant price* as

there may be of steel prices; so the only;
recourse for those who can't pay will be to

stay away or seek some cheaper refectory
|.if one can be found. In the mean time
the Amalgamated Order of Restaurant
Customers ought to club together to buy a

meda\l for the management of the Lacka-
v.anna Railroad. which established reduced
si/.e portions or "war orders" in its dining
cars, at reduced prices, and a second medal
for any restaurant nwner who can be
found willing to follow that example.

-:-.

The Mental Habits of Democracy
The wisdom of Gorky's statement that

what Revolutionary Russia needed was less
political propaganda and more scientific
thinking is daily becoming more evident
If science be understood in the broad
sense.not as narrow Prussian technical
efficiency, but as careful, well informe.l
courageous thinking about the bijr facts of
life and nature.Gorky's diagnosis applies
to democracy everywhere. Similar state-
ments have been made by II. G. Wells in
regard to the troubles of democracy in
England, both before and during the pres-
ent crisis. Prussianism has not only ehal-
lenged the bravery and devotion of free-
;men; it has also challenged their intelli-
gence.
We in America are just beginning to

realize the prepaiedncss value of genuine
thinking. It has been almost a national
[tradition with oa not to take intellectua!
activity ouite siriously. It is not that we

have neglected general elementary cduca-
tion : not that we have fallen behind in the
matter of npplicd science or technical
training; it haa boen rather an intelleetual
indifference > anything exeept immediate
practical resulta. A short-sighted utilita-,
rianism hus ignored as much as possible
all remote ends and profound problems.
As a nation, we have been superficially

clever rather than deeply l_lective, our,

| odnOJM a thing of the emotions rather.
than of reasoned conduct, our economie re-1
lations determined more by convention and
class interest than by reav.n and justice.
Our statecraft has been concerned chiefiy
With questions of present prosperity. the
future left largeiy to chance, with thi
ing that a henevulent Proviienct- surely!
wmii not fail to save from the «. . e

quenccs of their blunders such a we".
meaning people as our-ehes. Politically,
'our thinking haa t.cldom risen above the.
teniporary advantages of npportunist par-i
tisanism. Our literature has seldom been
permitted IO rise above "best seller'' stand-
ards. The drama has been made to con-;
form to the interoaU "f* the hux office.

m has been jodged hy the nu-

nerieal Btandardi araally applied to aales-
manship. We have gainel the repotation
of natkrawide comroercialiain, not ao much
on aceotinl of our greed as because of our

intellectna] leiinasi.
People will put themsclvcs to any'

.amount of physical effort rather than use

[their braina, our national maxini has'
"Get hjsy." The "hustler" has be-

OOBM our bero, with the result that few
people, even leaders and moulders of OfJt>
lie opinion, have had time for thinking
Scarceiy anywhero in our blind n

laitnind haa there been opportunitv for the
rnodern tfejvivaleat ol that <aim neditation
which characteri/'.ed the great minds of an-

cient and mediatval times. The averagej
man has aeldom ftopped to ask him-clf

[whether his idcas were his own or $rere|
¦¦¦ relf born/wed phrases and secind-hani!
opinion*.. Repetition has beOB SBSieT than
eriginality; mental labor aaring devices,

aa formulas, eotnfortable lUaekma
1 ave made w,> a large part fjf our inte!-

capital.
The fact that after more than tWO fajftri

f Warniag we should even at this d..

u|gtblo to rneel ¦ lingle problem of
without endleu confuaion una diiuy h>

only <-ne inevitable fruit of a long ind'ilged
national habit of shoddy thinking.
A new democracy is coming out of thia

eriflis, a very different democracy, indeed,
from that whirh was put on the defensive
in 191*1 Democracy is being forced by the
struggle for its own survival to learn new

and more courageous mental habits. There
la to-daj a general attitude of exnectancy
looking to great changes and more ade-

rjnatO adjlistments in the social and po¬
litical structure of all the democratic na-

tions. But such transformations are not

going to rain down upon Dl from the skies

They most ho thought out and their worth
recognized by a more alert popular intelli-
gence. Before everything else the new de¬

mocracy will emphasize the value of in-
te'.ligence.

Sane Findings
In finding an indictment against Captain

Cooper and filing a presentment against
certain methods of the Police Department
the grand jury which has been consider-
lng the Cruger case has acted in .*>

cordanec with the sense of the community.
Its action jibes, moreover, with the desire
of Mayor Mitchel and Police Commissioner
Woodfl tr. have an investigation made
which would disclose responsibility for the

¦tapidity and bungling which marked the
Police Department's handling of this case,

and assure adequate punishment for those

guilty.
The failure of the police to find the

murdered girl's body and to prevent the

escape of her slayer is, and must remain,

a black mark on the excellent record of
the department under Commissioner
Woods. ft seem? to have been due to in-
dividual incompetence and a breakdown of
the department's system in investigating
reports of missing persons. The grand
jury, at least, has not found reason to

take the extreme viow frequently expressed
not so long ago that failure in this in-
stance indicated widespread conditions of
"white slavery" winked at by policemen.
It has indicted no "men higher up" in the
department, probably because the evidence
before it did not indicate the existence of
a police "system" with graft ramifications
into high police offieialdom. It has consid-
e-red and acted on the fact?, which are bad
enough.

If further indictments are warranted by
(vidence regarding the incompetence which
the grand jury mentions in its present¬
ment the extraordinary grand jury which
will continue this invesrfgation may he

trusted to return them. The police de¬

partment is too good now not to be made
letter. Weakness and incompetence such
as the Cruger case disclosed must be

wiprd out completely, and the levcl-headed
handling of the situation by this grand
jury indicates that this result will be at-

tained without undue disturbance.

Impudent Pretences
!<,,,,i Th' I"'erelai.il l.rndfr.

The "N'ew-Yorker Staats-Zeitur.g," the prin-
cipal daily newspap»r printed in the German
langunge in thi.s country, is engaged in pub-
lishing from day to day what it claims are the

only complete lists of the vessels sunk by the

U-boata. Th**« lists are much longor than
those given out by the govr-rnments of the

Allied countries. and their correctness has
been challenged.
The editor of th* "Staata-Zoitaaf" seeks to

ju-t.fy the publication in this country of
these and many other statements, he object
of which is to make it appear that the G«Jt>-
BUUBfl are winning gTOfltor aBCOOaa** ifl the
war than the Allies tr* willing to admit or

the newspaper* printed in English are making
known to the public, on the fe-rour.d that the

American people should be informed of the
trut'n whether it is palatable to them or not.
\ ier'ck, the editor of the notorious "Father-
lafld," roiauied the "AmencHii Weekly" im-
mediat. Ij th* United Btato* raterod the war,
is following the saruf eonrs* ai .1 raaklng the

same defene* of it. So are the editors of
practically all the (I. i mar.-printed news¬

papers in th* country.
m niincing worda about this

Th* claim of .' ¦¦' Pf"-
Germafl, *oit*r* is false. "Tho I.eader" is

ng for the American presa that U
r obtaining war now* im-

measurably superior to tho rnian

¦tiofl* in this COflfltry, and that it ia not
following the suicidal policy of trymg to al*
ceive th<- public. The American people know
the American BowepapoF* aad ahonld BOOd no

reaasflranc* on thia 1001*0. Oa the oth'-r hand,
by the confession of some of their own num¬

ber the (,i i inan-American editors rev. rit*
wha". httle real newa they print and "doctor"
it to suit the.r own Dl tiofl* and purpo

11.. objocl of th* ¦" |
erlancV u.e Kaiaor** organ here;

the "Waechter," and s.milar publ.cations, is
tho A people as much as

tion of th* war and
th* i.'lp to win it that

they ean. The queal on ia, How much longrr
will thi-" be permitted to go on?

I Irrbert Kelcey's Trousers Crease
,'...: ¦¦>¦¦-, raaj)

1- ifl elaitflod that th* lat* llerbert Kelcey,
nti Ei ¦¦ toi irh* bccflBa* widely

n: thifl country. th* fa«hion of
doflf no' Bflt/fl to be

rem< mber when tTOBSOTB were worn un-

i, being proaood only t.. romora bag-
the shape of the legl boillg

und. In fact. crea-- .... r*
because the i<\-i<iy-niade article, a< it

froai a p.le or. th*
eroaaed, aad '.¦¦¦.<¦ particalaf cus-

,,.:,..r Bl ....-.' ronoTal of that
-,. as 't .¦ eoflsidorod. The

marl.fd difforoBCI itOF* "pai I " ;.'.'!
lOf lay in th" creasing

H may 1." thnt Mr. Kelcey
.- Isshion turned to the

ytore thodi arnl thereby forever re-

moved a d tiflet that had long ob
but proof ,.f the fact is net over.vhelmn.g.
Th* claim ia tl Koleoy amoarod bb the

M tropolitofl Lyooani Thoatro
wi'h i. 1*4 d, aad th* idi * !¦*.

If to N'ew York
clubmen, bo that Ita roga* sprood abroad, aad

100 hecame the mark of
.ir. ad man.

MeinsrMist Allein!
To the Editor Of th* Tribune.

ibi alhttiona to Me und
<;,,(. | plotolj .*^appeared from Wtll-

pi eclamatiofl to bia trooBQ.
.¦..¦ not boofl satlafoatorf af lHte,

liam la tak. n th* bflOtflOO* on han.l
"alone."

toll me wha! has bOBOBM of that
-.. tiffll, BOfllffll BOBfl so popular in 1914
aad l'l', whon Ootaaaay waa HghtiBg in

lefene*," bai now forgottofl, at lenst
'... ru bbj Bioro, "Deutaehland uber

All*a"1 OUSKKVKK.
Gloaa Falla, N. v , Aug. j, tj17. I

Why We Are at War

Germany Attacked Us Until We Had
to Fight

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: lt aeems to me that there is great

confusion of ideas respectin*; the reasons

why we are at war with Germany.
Many point to the violation of Belgium

jand the barbarities inflicted on her women

[and children and thoae of Northern France

as sufficient reaaon for our taking part in

this great war.

Others point to the wanton and unmilitary
deatruction of unarmed towna, with their ca-

thedrals. private dwellings and fruit treea.

The papers are full of the gtatement that we

entered the war to fight wlth democracy

against autocraey.
It aeema to me that all theae thinga, while

they justly atir our feelings, only aerve to

confuae the real isaue. These are not the
rcasona why we are at war with Germany.
Why, then, are we at war with Germany?
In fact, we are not at war with Germany.

Germany ia at war with u*. Germany at-

tacked ua, and we are aimply defending our-

selvea. When we were at peace with Ger-

many and greatly deaired to be at peace with

the whole world Germany began sinking our

shipa and murdering our citizens, and thia

great, haughty, crucl nation refuscd to apolo-
gize and promise not to do so any more. And

we would bo a craven nation, indeed, if we

would not right to defend our property and

our lives.
It ia time, then, that we heard the last of

the cry that we are not called on to fight
tho battles of England and France. We are

not fighting the battles of England and
France. We are fighting our own battles in

defence of our lives and property.
HENRY GRAHAM.

Brooklyn. Aug. 2, 1917.

!. The German Language Press
'To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The I'nited States of America hav¬

ing declared war against the Central Powers

of Europe, why does the President and hia

administrative advisers countenance what

seems a cleur violation of the protective
rights we are entitled to exact from their

governing authonties by permitting the con-

tmued publication of enemy Teutonic),
newspaper* ln war times?

Conditions in Russia, where Germans and

Teutonia influence have honeycombed the

bureaucracv, demonstrate tho menace ln-

ternal strife at the least-to which fa.lure to

suppress these enemy publieations during

the war exposes us, who muat pay in our

young manhood and bear the financial bur-

den, while aliens irnany sympathuers and

supporters of the powers warring against us)

pront from the protection insured at our

frightful toll.
As one of l-'ncle Sam's patriots, may I re-

mest the medium of your columns to ask

similar adherents of the welfare of our coun-

trv whether and how pressure may be ex-

rrted with the responsible government au-

thorities to eliminate this imm-diate pefll
NOW while we are sendmg our men IO

'spend' their atrength, their best years, many,

their lives. at the war front? I

We are at war; let us follow the rulea of

war Germany, the best trained nation of

the world m war, does not despise its rules.

Have we the right to dc» lt.
T

New York. July 29, ItM._A J»ATRIOT.
Patriotism in Whitestone

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Just a little peep to let you know that

Whitestone i' Stlll on the map and I believe;
the most patriotic town in these United States.

We have 192 men in the United States service

BOW. We had eighty-seven men in the Spanish
arar, when we were the banner town of the

country. Then Whitestone had a popula-
tion of 3.000; now we have slightly less than

6,000. We have three election diatnets, so

we average aixty-four men to the district.,
Still, we havo to send more men by the draft

ia order to help out slacker districta. I am

BOt kicking for myself, as I am a dead one

at forty years of ago. nor am I kicking for

any man in Whitestone, but it doesn't seem

fair that Whitestone -hould be bled white to

hr-lp oat «ur German friends in College,
Point or the would DO aristoerats of Flushing.

College Point, with a popuhition of more

than 1 l."iM., has given only seventy-one BBOB

to dato, sad thoro sro not many more from

Flushing. Whitestone stan.ls ready to send
, verv man to th. front to f.ght for our roun-

try but not for a hunch of pro-German-Am-T-
[can slackers. Pleaee let the rest of th* etty
IcBOtl what this part of the late Mayor Gay-
nor'a "cornfield rapid transit route" has done

Blready. william 0. armstrong,
W. S. Ovcrton Camp, 0. B. W. Veterana.

Whitesteae, H. Y., July lt, lft.7.

If Germany Should Win the War!
To tho Editor of The Tribune. .

Sir: I wish you would pablisl SBd repub-
lish the following paragmph taken from one

of your recent oditoHalSi "To OOllOTO 'h'.t

»y ran win this war would be to b>>-

ilieve that all our faith is ompty; that all we

hnve lorod snd believed and trasted m the
¦.. gri of oar llfetlmo and all that has b*_i
believed and traoted by oar fathers aa-l
grandfathera la oow bji the melting
pot; that barbarie. Is at last to prcvail over

civilisation, sad hrute force to replaee ha«
mahity and justice. To believe that Ger-
many can win this war is to cease to believe

ir. all that life holds for any of us."
These are the truest 8 irds that have ever

l<cn Ottored, and personally I migh* sdd
that if Germany can wu thia war I want 0

I day before it happOBO.
New York. Aug. 2. 1017. M. CLAREY.

A German in Fiction
To the Editor of Th" Tribune.

Sir: About forty years ago Hn Aflierieaa
DOTOllSt, E. P, Roe, published a hook entitled
"Barrirrs BsrBOd Away." It Is I s'ory of
the Chicngo t.re of '71. Onn of tho strong
charnrters is a German baron drawn «o true

to life that he might have been a German
.JiinaMr of 1917.
Could any of your readers tell us how he

the authori camo to get thl tr.ar-

rolloai eoacesrtiea of tho Genaar!
whea slsseot all Amorieaa ar.d British au-

thors, lead
were, like the tat, doaf, danb ar.d b
everytB ng of the real Genasaj Hopiag
some one may be able or caro to aatisf) my
curiosirv. JOHN KERR.

Franklm, N. Y. July 27, 1917.

No Nicknames for Soldiers
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Will you try to diSCOarBgO tha t...'k-
names "Snniui.es" und Toddiea" for the
Uaitod Stati s soldiers'' The rm-n ia tho regu-
iar army d«> not like it.

!t may do for the militia, but not for the
rogulaafS,
Such nicknames sound foolish ar.d lilly. Al

for the regulars, just call us pluin Uaitod
States soldiers und eat out tBS silly nick-
narni-. Ol.DTIMER.

Foit Hamillon, Aug 1, 1917.

The Conscienceless Objedor
By Hudson Maxim

It is hard to believe that in this time of

war, when the best young men of the coun¬

try are going to France to f.ght for freedom
in a truer and ifl a largc.r sense than free¬

dom was ever before fought for, there should

be individuals and organizationa trying to

get lawfl passed for the exemption of such
conscienceless slackers as are ready to re-

aort to the ruse of the conscientious objector
to escape military service. Yet there are

such persons and such organizations, and one

very active and well financed organization.
Every man is not only obligated and bound

by duty to his home, to society and to hu¬

man nature, but also is bound and obligated
by the terms and conditions of the govern¬
ment under which he lives to defend that so¬

ciety and that government. All national
governments are necessarily based upon the
mutual duty and obligation of their citizens

to stand together and fight together lf need
be in defence of their lives and possessions.

If a citizen be held up and robbed on the

highwav, officers of the law are bound to

hunt down and capture the highwayman if

possible, and to risk their lives if need be in

the performance of their duty. It" there is a

riot, and the lives of a private citizen and
his family are in danger and his hou.-e :s

in danger of being burned, the police must

fight and face death if need be to defend
that citizen, his family and property. The

police also have the power to call upon and
to compel any private citizen or any number
of private citizens to aid them, when re-

quired, in the performance of their duty.
Government afid the Individual

Consequer.tly, government is a pact be¬
tween men for mutual defence and mutual
progress. Government is a pact between an

established institution representmg the best
intercsts of society and the individuals com-

posing that society and in that government
the welfare of each individual is the concern

of every other individual. When the life or

property of an individual is in danger, the

government is obligated to defend that indi¬
vidual, at whatever cost in life or treasure;
and in return each individual must pay his
taxes to support the government.
War is only a riot on a large scale,^ and

the officers of the government and of the

army and navy, who are but police guardians
of the people, have the right, just as police
in a street riot, to call upon any citiaen to

help quell the riot, and there can be no con¬

scientious objectors, for the man who is so

mentally constituted as to shirk helping under

such eircumstances has no conscience.
There cannot be on the part of any citizen

any just conscientious objection to the per¬
formance of an obligation. It ifl every
man's duty to pay his just debts, even to pay
back money borrowed of hi3 friends, although
many persons seem to entertain as conscien¬

tious an objection to doing so as the slacker

entcrtains when trying to escape military

Every man becomes a debtor to his friends,

A Patriot Convict's Plea

Why Deprive Him of the Right lo

Serve His Country?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: May 1 hope the following extracts

from a prisoner's letter will be given space in

your column?? I have received many lotter*

from this prisoner, all breathing a regret for

broaUag man-made laws and a determ.nation
to think and live straight when h.s freedom

come--. which will be soon.

"I think I never wanted to be free 10 badly

as I did on the oth of June. If I could only
have registered with a spotles:-, card. lo

thmk when one asks. 'Why don't you jointhe
army? Ton aro big, hoahy and strong 1 there

is nothing to do but jerk out my card with

.prisoner' written on it. To many a pnsoner s

heart registration day brought anguish, and

many an ex-eonvict lives in drcad of the day
when h- mnat lajf bare before an exemption
board the past he is earnestly and hopefully
trying to live down, and then, because of aaH

mHtakes, be refused a chance to render his

heattfe'.t services to his country. People
think the convict would join the army to .*.

cape prison. Here and th*n Ofl* might. but

I kn-.w there is just as much true. ardent
patriotisifl ln prioona aa in general aociety.
[. .incere, ifltolligeflt people really think and

believ* that :t would be dotrimontal t.» the

countrv to give prisoners a ehflBC* to make

good with other men in the army afld
a -. ihoald not anita be foraaed of eonricte
-,r..i ex-convicts0 If placed in charge o'" iea.l-

era who are both fair and wp*rionc*d m

militarv atTairs. i am r.-a.ly to prophoay that
aceh'ttnita would eompflr* favorably in loy-
alty and efficiency with any othotfl i" the

service."
This young man roalis** the justice of pun-

ishment for wrongdoing; has accepted and
borne hil pnni*hm*flt l'.ke a man: h

in th- r.avy Bfld lOBg* to pr<r.

be is Boither vic-ous nor bad, can «

spect and hold it. and is dotonaiflod to <1» so.-

1 only know him by th- I. ttora he b*J ¦

He is in a prison on the honor system. and

will soon be free. (iive him the chance he

hopes for. I.et him right for the honor «nd
u m aad lo- g.

ir.gs for true service li* doopor than any

dflfliN for flTOnfdoiBf, and are the basic prin-

plea ot' noral
Inmortfll infarr.y Ifl abroad Ifl the world.

from every man. be
he convict, ex-convlct or free man, and know-

irg how many ther* are who desorra prison
.,,,| , leapo it, why turn down those who
hav* taken tb ilr asodiein* and .

ia now to make .;.ln ln °"r i
terrible danger and grflTB responsibility let

u- help them to help' themaohroa,
;. -,v I'ork.JolySO, 1917. C. B. P1BR.

The Tobacco and Chocolate Ewil
To the Editor »f The Tribune.

B r: I admire tl.e eoflBCi*R«*l*S* WBf in
Bxion* weod,

,_ |n to<da! il nn "In Justice
-.. mitjr.M

becomes of thoa* tobo rho will not

listen to reason. Let all IBCb difl out for
.! of bnaai -' '* »¦

th* few choice tpirit* of ee.c'n gOBOiatioi
who are flaialod bj fal i* 1 foi even

ipirita ar< ni I onni nt,a
.- rorld. They have heard leeo is

bad, bfll Th.- Tribnn*
.'. rtened. Thia la only

th* aril
vines. Oor p*0| iiiflg froi

| .-: i. iit on th* ffi'"
dowfl human life from IM v.-ars to the ordi-
naiy thre.-score and ten. What we nood
peoplfl that liv* long enough to learn some-

thing, but Tiie Tribnu adri killing them
early with tobaeco and ehooolat*

EDGAI 1'. URINKKRHOFF.
Fall River. Mass.. Aug. 1. 1917.

"Another Anniversary"
To the Editor «>f The Tribune.

<.i Vi.'ir loador of th,- r t. " V

rsary," fof li might fr I
truth crowns \our many BOWOrful fldil
Alflfll Wfl flflfl hardly expect ineh a Bfl* bit
(,f w..rk to toueh our sluggish Congressmen

gaoafl nothlBg shoii of liojaid tn woald in-
daO* I j.'irt ifl that BJBflttOf. VOTER,
Norwalk, Cuiin , Aug. t, 11> 17.

to societv and the government whenever he

profits by any of the benetits of his friends
or society or the government.

If he ls nhielded against encmies and
thiovOfl and thflflJB by his neighbors and his

government, which is only B neighborly insti-

tution. he is just as much in duty bound to

render return service when called upon as

he is to repay borrowed money. Conae-

¦flOfltly, there can be no possible just con¬

scientious objection to military aervice.

No Exemption for Slackera
The cxcuse that voung men who hate war

should not be obliged to go to war is falla-
cous. Because a man may hate his debt»,
it ia no rea«on for his not paying them.
Because a slacker may have a wrong uiea
of what (OBOtitatO* responsibility for killing
in war, it is no sign that hc should be ex-

emptod from killing in war. To kill in war

is not murder. It is saving life. For all

practical reckoning, every enemy of his coun-

try -vhom one kills in battle saves the life
!of ¦ follow coun'.ryman. It is killing ifl self-
defence, and self-preservation is the tirst law
of nature and of God.
The s'.acker who will not defend his wife,

isister, mother, against the issauKs of a ruf-
fian has no conscience. Likewise the slacker
who objects to that same kind of defence on

a larger scale, which is the defence of the
nation in war against the horrors of invasion,
has no conscience, and cannot, by any possi¬
bility, be a conscientious objector.
The slacker who mistakes his cowardice

for the pricks of conscience has no more right
to exemption from service to support his gov¬
ernment than a citizen has to be exempted
from paying his taxes to support his gov¬
ernment, for military service is only the pay¬
ment of a just tax.

Killing for Defence

Any creature in the guise of man who is so

conscienceless. cowardly and contemptible as

to have any religious scruples against right-
ing, and killing if need be, to defend his wife

or sister or mother against the assault of a

ravisher and murderer hai no right to live

among real men and no rights to be pro-
tected by the government under which he

lives, and if the law of the country enables
him to escape military service because of any

religious scruples certainly the lives of

Othon should not be sacrificed or endangered
in his defence.

If he is to be exempted from service to

Othon, then others should likewise be ex¬

empted from service to him, and the gov¬
ernment under which be lives should be ex¬

empted from protecting him. If he be held

up and robbed by a highwayman, it is merely
an affair between him and the highwayman,
and ¦ matter in which neither the govern¬
ment under which he lives nor the society in
which bfl bves ll concerned as far as relates
to bifl proiection. Any such "conscientious"
objectors should be outlawed.more, they
should be put upon an island by themselves.
as the leprous, vicious dogs were baniahed
from Constantinople.

Militancy in Women

Produced by Denial of Fair Means
of Gaining Vote

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: What makes women militant.' It is

not so much that the revolutionary women do
not possess the vote as that they have been
denied fa'r means of getting it; some block
haa bflOB put in the way of legislative action.
That was true in England, where until this
very year means have always been employed
to stop the passage of the surfrage bill- no

matter what majority it had before its third
and Itflal reading in the House of Commons.

What. eorrospondfl to our Federal amend¬
ment was the only way the English women

had of getting sutTrage. Here we have a

lafoty ralvfl stat* logiolatarofl cun grant suf-
frag* faoiliti**. The increase of suffrage by
legislative action has been phenomenal of
late. During the first four months of 1917
more women were- granted the right to vote
for President than in all the years of agita-
tion preceding. This soou.es the great ma¬

jority of women, who see fl rapid breaklng
of the dawn in EflStOffl states.

All auffraf tfl are agreed, however, upon
the BOeesaity <>f passing the Federal amend¬
ment, peaeeful aid rn.htant alike. Both
group be pBBBBflJ* of th* bill might
be 10* ii itod by Peateral oficlala. The N'a-
tionnl Woman BuffragW Association and its
two niillion mombera believc the way to rapid

lloflg th* patb of reason and er-

A smaller group of women sympa-
thize with Mrs. I'ethick Lawrence, of English
fame. She onco. said in SflbatflflOO! "If you
had twin babiOfl to feed in the night, and one

howled wh.le 'he other waited patiently,
which would get the hottle first?"
Whether the "pickot*" are wroflg, political-

ly, in their line of conduct, time will tell.
The people on hOBJ the burden cf criticism

howerer, ar* not this small group of
over-soalon* womon, if you will, but the

¦' I ifl high places who talk mueh of de-
mocraey and hol.l the bill in check whosa

eaaeiltial if half the people of this
are comir.g to their own.

ELEANOI GARRISON.
Dolhi, N. Y., July t», ItlT.

Fish Too Dear
To the Ed:tor of The Tribune.

Sir: "<'. I'.. E." in to-day's Tribune roicOfl
what has been in my mind for some time re¬

garding Mr. Hoover's advice to eat fish. As
our family a obey injunctions and
help the government, I went to n nearby f.sh
markel to buy aome, bnl the roaall
eouraging. i baafl waa -'.'... porg

h 16c a poofld. I bought three weak-
fish a* 80e, and wh( 1 I :. OBt
and th* h .;.! off I found that for food value
they were Ifl no wiflO equ.-tl to pork I

when one doesn't wflfll

jron co to buy thoro Brwaya leoflu to
be a aearcity.

lir. iioover will tell us where we can

buy t -otiablo prices we certainly
will d re in eating them.
We buy bofldl and save br^sd and encour-

we BOOBI to
of th pi tOOM,

New V6rk, A - :. H7. F. A. I.K H.

For a Day of Prayer
To the Eiiitor of The Tribune.

Sir! mfat'y hopo 'nat Mr. Tracv's
( prayor maj bo c irriod

out. We are conviinvd bf the rightfle** of
our cause, that we are fighting to BStabtisa
jufltieo and rrghtoouoaofls, aad ocura a

in-iing peace, bot "except th.- I.or.l koop the
'he Watchman watcheth but ifl va::i."

indfl m thrilling a. eoaafei of
God'l help .n national trouble ifl answer to

A!.. ifl Paalm tfii, "Then they cried
iinto the Lord in their trouble, and - .1.

them <-u; of their difltVOflOOS" Tho**
kaap [,.. uri.ng like a nfrain, BBSpl

Ing the huflaflfl BOOd *f help und the Divine
pOWOfl and wialiflgfl*** to meet it.
Do we eonaidar that we have outgrown

prayor or depondanat on H higher poworl
let u as <\ nation, or, better, us a group of
natioBfl, aarBoatly laplor* th* Divia* guul-
Mca. AN FNtil.I.SHWOMAN.
New York. Aug. t, 1917.

Helping Blinded Soldiers
How They Are T.-*ught to Become

Self-Supporting
To the Editor of tho Tribune.

Sir: Every reader of your ps^oer who htg
contributed to the American-B:-tiah-Frenea.
Belgian Blind Relief War Fund will be r!»4
to loarn how the members of the executire
committee of the A. B. F. B now m Europg
for the purpo.'e are carrying out th* plans ta
salvage these pitiful wrecks of the war.

They have opened at 35 Rue du Chategu,
Neuilly, just outside th* gates of Paris, 4

knittmg sehool for married men. Thig house,
which is surrounded by a large and shady
garden, hns been placed at the duposal of
the A. B. F. B. rent free for the duration of
the war and six months thc-eafter, by whick
time the last of the blinded mmatea will have
been trained and starfed in business for him-
self. The place will accommo late twelve men
at a time. It is in charg* of Dr. Cosae, the
eminer.t surgeon, who is also head of th*
military school for the blinded at Chartres.
He contributes his services.
The inmates are picked men, whos* indua-

try and disciplino are guaranteed. They are

taught to make by means of a apecial knlt-
ting machine aweaters. sock* and other
weellea articlea which are in great demand,
and therefore command a ready aale. Tha
period of instructicn lasta three montha.
During the last two weehs the man'e wife i|
allowed to come for instruction aa a dsy

Ipupil, so that she can le.ttn to aid her hus-
band. A machine is given to each pupil whsi
he has completed his course. So far twenty
machines have been purchased. They coi$
$150 each.

Learn a Family Trade

The peculiar advantage of thia institutioa
is that it teaches a trade that can b* car.

ried on by husband and wife at home wita
the gieelOOt lacility. 1 ogether they easily
can earn 300 francs ($60) a month, which m
France enables them to maintain themselveg
and their children in comfort.
The A. B. F. B. has also leaaed m Neuilly

a large property at 27 Bo levard Yictor
Hugo, where blinded officers and others of
supenor education who in private life were

doctors, lawyers, magi^trates, profeaaor*. etc,
aad whoOO m'.ellectual attainments take them
out of the categoiy of the !>ru*h and iti»i

BUahOtS and other adepts at common -nanu*!
labor, will be reeducated to :;t them to re¬

turn to their former profession* or to star$
afresh ns stenographers, typists, commercisl
lepresentatives, insurance agents, interpre-
ter«, telephone opera'ors, teacher*. m pri-
mary, secpndary and high schools, engineer*,
ste. Neihiag will he sehod of thosa **.«¦ con.

stant attention, serious etfort and disciplins.
At the conclusion of their course places will
be found for them.
EzperieBce has diacloaed that this inatlts>

tion will fil! a very ipecial went and is mgent-
ly needed. In recognition of thia fact som*

of the iTieutesf profesoors in France hsrt
volunteered their services as tegrhrr-. Th*
rent is boiag paid out of the private mesni

of one of tho officers of the A. B. F. R so that
the fund will he relioved of this expena*.
The house before the war was a scho.<l for
young ladies. It gSMtalas eighty he.ls an*

Stherwise is admirably adaptod for the pur»
pose to which it is to he put, as at the out
nreak of the war it was Ittod up as livinf
and sdlee headquarters for Marshal JofTre aot

his staff.
The great trouble in France has been that

means have boos lacking with which to pr*.
vide the reeducated man with th* tool» *f,

machinery or materials he must have in .r»|
¦ier to earn his living. This lack our fuo*
is commencirg to make good, and we hop*
some day to be in a position to see that every
man blinded in this war will at least h*w
the possibility given him of hecoming usefal
and ;e!f-:upporting. Aa regards Great I!r;t*ia
condition* in this reapect are Inflnitely hett«r,
owir.g to the iploi did :<. ponae of the cole-
nies so that tho A. B. F. B. ii f.-acilitated st
proeeat in meeting the greater neceasities is
Praaee.
Among the devicea invented to hi ip hiinde**

men help thoflBOelvoa is a Braillc marhin* *f
stonography, hy means of which the operater
can take dictation st great ipaOd ar.d is able
later to transcribe it with an ordinary type*
writer.

(ilass Cutting l.urrathe

Then a new and very interesting Tad«i*
being taught erystal earving an<l glasi c-it-

ting. This is not only most adaptabl* t*

sightless men, but ia al o very lucrative. 1*01
men who have lost one arm in additioa W
their opea sceesaplish w nders .*.
in England one wh" ! b«W

asspatated cutting a atopper 'or 1 ;. r'lnifff
bottle and makir.g h design on ..

was doing it very well. Lati be peJ
to cutting the bottio Itaelf. The ti l« ceav

Iprlsea the cutting of -vjeeiSj
flnger howls, decanters and innumerabl
other objects.
The two institutior.s m>".r ¦¦¦ Ahifa,

because of their cssentially prai".«al purp
of transformmg or:c .>!*.
heroe- ::.' . *rta

morale restored, we feel ontrlb
utor te the fund v be*
I ibllohed by the A. B. F. B. Bttl 're op

F thosa Is aot all. 1 '¦. ¦ to b
Btaiatained, and for thia ard the ..-.er*4>
baildiag worh the fu.id has undert ker madl
jmoiuy is rcquired, and re<iuire.i iw .u.r«rf>

:'.ind has rlone . th*S>
war wroek 1 from a ¦¦ k*"
.with American money. We Sl
thi.s eaaooneeBaOBt »nd appial te
aapi ort of r^'' #V B. F. H'< great
ir.g ail that they can. It i-

will beer repent.ng, that
ceatribnted by the pablie which
IA. B. F. B. i.; dovatod directly .

ra help r

and . parpeee srhetei ..

... x»».
loarees.
Hor.. . F. B Pci.e.

War Fund. lleadqaatftasU
I sae, N-'w V

Pbi Jaty l'' I

tej
-. gr**
*n. $*$
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Roosrvelt for Rl '

To the Editor of The
Sir: Every prssant, ororhman, '¦ I

dier, srery ritiaen from the Io*
.. kaews si ':

velt.
Cannot there come a call for ThecdSl

R rvell to ge ,;

lee t; .. a ricsa m
me

'

, '. aef
II eossea

soldier sad patgot, t tmoi eas P**J
kaew rl would be answered. Hai not «*

hour struck for action T
DAVID t

Eimhurst. L L, July 11, ItlT.
kKMf.

Recruiting for the Navy »

To the Editor of The rribune.
Sir: I am sendmg you .1 copj of th* 8**7

1 ir book on the U. S. 8 Reci '. »¦*.

jast been pabliobod. b«« to ik* taw
easioa to thank you f»r \our Kicat aid ia|

ing pablieity te thia recmitiag station.
The resalts to date have been uam

faetory and the apace that you have gi***^
ni your paper has eidod our work vety

U-nally. BI.AINE EWING. Chairt
» ew York. Aug. 1. 1917.


